
I will start by giving you some background.  My father was an ar<st and was in Boston University Art 
School un<l my mother told him she wanted 5 children.  He switched to the business school and yes, 
they had five children.  My father’s ar<s<c talent skipped a genera<on and my daughter Sydney is an 
amazing ar<st in oil, water color and collaging.  She received and architecture and Design degree from 
Tulane.  As for me, I have always had a love for music and theatre.  I managed rock bands in college and 
my first career was as a talent agent at William Morris in New York City.  I was fortunate to help send our 
stable of actors to the first cas<ng of Les Miserable on Broadway in 1987.  I am s<ll a theatre and music 
and arts fana<c at all levels. 

Fast forward to my 22 years on the Council, I have supported every grant and every effort to support the 
arts in our schools and in our community.  Anything that the Office of Cultural Development supports 
and programs I have supported and oWen par<cipate.  My decades rela<onship with Linda Plaut and now 
Paula Gannon can aZest to my love of bringing arts and culture to our community.  Summer concerts and 
public art installa<ons are the connectors and color of our City. 

As a State Representa<ve I can best support the Brookline and Newton Arts through the state budget 
alloca<on for the Mass Cultural Council.  I am so grateful to the Governor for her $26.9 Million
alloca<on, the largest ever.  This money flows to the district as grants to the local cultural councils.  This 
money goes a long way for ar<sts.  I think Brookline received around $17,000 and Newton got 
approximately $27,000. 

The economic impact of arts and culture is undeniable, posi<vely effec<ng our small businesses and local 
village economy.  I will advocate for increased funding in the MCC budget alloca<on so more money is 
funneled down to the local cultural councils in Newton and Brookline.  I understand the importance of a 
vibrant arts scene in my district, from live music, murals, poetry readings, fes<vals, cultural celebra<ons 
and more. I will listen to and work with Michael BobbiZ to hear his priori<es for the coming year and I 
will listen to Mass Crea<ve on their priori<es as well. I am excited to support Newton’s efforts to apply 
for a MCC Cultural District along the Washington Street corridor.  Support for arts/culture reaps benefits 
of building community, support for the local small businesses by aZendees at these events, brings joy to 
those that par<cipate, supports local ar<sts & musicians and creates a vibe in the city that is plain fun.

Lastly, I am absolutely intrigued and inspired by the Art Pharmacy-MCC collabora<on on Social 
Prescribing.  It makes complete sense to me.  Referring pa<ents to community based arts and culture 
programs to promote whole person health is revolu<onary yet intui<ve at the same <me.  I always want 
to support and be a part of cueng edge programs, especially when they are based on arts and culture –
the color and depth of our community. 

I could go on but this is what I would put on my political web site, but was in danger of pueng too much 
on my issues page.  There are many more issues I did not include in fear that the site would be too long 
and verbose.  Please do not take that I did not include this to mean that it is not important to me.  To the 
contrary.  Arts and culture will be one of my major issues at the State House.   
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